
Central Asia’s cradle of culture for millennia, Uzbekistan’s place at the heart of the ancient Silk Road has attracted architects, scientists and 
mathematicians for centuries, as well as marauding conquerors intent on plundering the riches within. Explore the rich and fascinating history 
of this welcoming country with tours of its stunning mosques, immense citadels and breath-taking mausoleums.

    This document aims to give you all the information that you require for a 
smooth and comfortable trip to Uzbekistan. Please take the time to read 
this dossier to familiarise yourself with all the aspects of our tour. It includes 
important information such as airline and hotel details and visa requirements.  

Your included meal guide:  
B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner

DAY 1: UK to Tashkent  
Depart London on your scheduled, overnight flight to Tashkent. 

DAY 2: Tashkent D  
On arrival into Tashkent, you will be met by a local guide and transferred to your 
hotel. The rest of the day is at leisure to relax or explore the tree-lined streets 
and green spaces of Uzbekistan’s cosmopolitan capital. This evening enjoy a 
welcome dinner.

DAY 3: Tashkent to Khiva B/L/D 
After breakfast, enjoy a cultural tour of Tashkent starting with Hast Imam Square. 
Built on the tomb of known scientist, scholar and craftsman Hazrati Imam, the 
square is the religious centre of Tashkent and home to a number of beautiful 
mosques, monuments and madrasas. A madrasa is a centre of Islamic learning and 
there are some excellent medieval examples here such as the elegant blue-domed 
Barak-Khan Madrasa with its imposing, but no less elegant gateway, as well as the 
Muyi Muborak Madrasa with its intricately carved ceilings and ancient manuscripts, 
including the Osman Koran, considered to be the oldest copy of the Koran in the 
world. As a contrast to these 16th Century sites, you’ll then visit the Chorsu Bazaar 
and experience the hustle and bustle of everyday Central Asian life as everything 
from spices, grains and fruits are sold. This is followed by a visit to the outside of the 
Alisher Navoi Opera and Ballet Theatre built in neoclassical style by famous Russian 
architect Alexey Shchusey. Finally you’ll pay a visit to Mustaqilik (Independence 
Square) home to the country’s senate and government buildings, before catching a 
flight to Urgench for your transfer to Khiva.

DAY 4: Khiva B/D 
An important trading post on the Silk Road for centuries due to its position  
halfway between China and Rome, Khiva is a colourful treat for the eyes and  
a UNESCO-listed treasure that feels more like an open-air museum than a  
functioning city. Today, you’ll get the chance to wander its ancient streets and 
discover a millennium of history on a fascinating guided tour. Gaze up at the  
imposing mud-brick walls of Ichan Kala, Khiva’s inner city; explore the 12th  
century fortress of Kuhna Ark and wonder at the intricately tiled Pahlawan  
Mahmud Mausoleum, built in honour of the brave Uzbek hero Pahlavan 
Mahmoud.

DAY 5: Khiva to Bukhara B/L/D  
After breakfast, board a train from Khiva to Bukhara. Upon arrival you will have 
time to explore the local area. There are many cafes within walking distances and 
the local Bukhara Dome Bazaars.

DAY 6: Bukhara B/D  
One of the most ancient cities in Uzbekistan, Bukhara is over 3000 years old and 
dates back to nearly a thousand years before Alexander the Great’s conquest of 
Central Asia. Like most historic cities in Uzbekistan it was an important trading 
post along the Silk Road, but is probably better known throughout the Islamic 
world as a being a great centre of learning and has even been referred to as 
Central Asia’s holiest city. Today, you will get the opportunity to explore some of 
its many architectural wonders on a guided tour of the city. The formidable Ark 
citadel was initially built in the 5th century and was the fortified residence of the 
rulers of Bukhara for centuries, containing palaces, temples barracks and even a 
prison. It has been destroyed and subsequently rebuilt many times, including by 
Genghis Khan who ransacked Bukhara in 1220 AD. Your tour guide will escort 
you around the various minarets, mosques, madrassas and mausoleums of the 
city before leaving you to explore this architectural wonder at your own pace.

DAY 7: Bukhara B/D  
Today is at leisure to wander this fabulous city, exploring its bazaars, stone pools 
and ancient streets without a guide. Alternatively, take an optional excursion 
to the summer residence of the Emir of Bukhara and the Naqshbandi Sufism 
complex (at a fee, payable locally).

DAY 8: Bukhara to Samarkand B/L/D 
After breakfast, depart for Samarkand stopping en route at the ‘green city’ of 
Shakhrisabz. With a well-groomed, green and modern appearance it’s hard to 
believe the city is over 2700 years old. The centre of the city has been declared  
a UNESCO world heritage site and contains an exceptional collection of  
monuments, including the gleaming white Ak Saray Palace built for Amir Timur 
or Tamerlane, famous warrior Khan, military tactician and founder of the Timurid 
Empire. Born in a neighbouring village, Tamerlane turned Shakrisabz into his  
residence after assuming power and ordered his architects to build a series of 
intricate mausoleums and stunning mosques, the ruins of which can still be  
explored today. Leaving the Timurids 1st city behind you’ll continue onwards to 
the 14th century capital of their empire, Samarkand.

DAY 9: Samarkand B/D  
Samarkand is the epitome of a journey along the Silk Road. The name alone  
conjures up romantic, almost mythical images of vast tiled squares; huge blue 
domes sparkling in the sun and patterned minarets reaching into the sky.  
A trip to Registan, the city’s Timurid heart and Central Square proves this to be  
a reality and showcases the fine work of Tamerlane’s master craftsmen and 
builders, acquired from throughout his sprawling empire. A wide mosaicked 
square is backed by three immense madrasas, beautifully adorned in intricate 
blues green and violet patterns, each one a monument to the city’s place as the 
intellectual capital of the region. During the middle ages the city attracted the 
greatest scholars, architects and scientists around, which can be seen first hand 
on your visit to Ulugbek’s Observatory. Grandson of Tamerlane, Ulugbek was 
a famous astronomer, scientist and architect whose observatory helped him to 
produce the most comprehensive catalogue of stars since the 2nd century and 
greatly advance the world’s understanding of the solar system.  
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DAY 9 continued...  
You can pay your respects to both him and his famous conquering grandfather at 
the sumptuous Gur-Emir, the ornately decorated mausoleum of the royal family.  
Once a marvel of the east, its influence can be seen in the style of the great  
architectural tombs of the Mughal dynasty of North India such the Taj Mahal 
in Agra. Before dinner, visit the Khovrenko Winery and sample a range of 
Samarkand wines.

DAY 10: Samarkand B/D  
This morning, you’ll visit the Koni Ghil Paper Mill renowned for making paper  
of such exquisite quality that only sultans, emirs and viziers could afford it.  
This ‘royal’ paper has been exported along the Silk Road for centuries and many 
9th and 10th century Arabic and Persian manuscripts were written on it.  
After this you’ll explore one of the treasures of Samarkand, the Bibi-Khanym 
Mosque built in the late 14th century as a tribute to Tamerlane’s wife as well as 
his victory in Delhi. It is one of the best-known architectural wonders of Central 
Asia. You’ll have a chance to do some shopping at the local Siyab bazaar, before 
having the rest of the day at leisure to explore this UNESCO listed city at your 
own pace. This evening you will have the chance to experience a little modern 
Uzbek culture by enjoying dinner with a local family who will provide a master 
class in cooking Pilav, a famous rice based dish in Uzbekistan.

DAY 11: Samarkand to Tashkent B/L/D  
Take the morning at leisure, you can spend more time shopping in Siab Bazaar 
or relax with a coffee in the boulevards around Registan Square. Take a train to 
Tashkent where you can enjoy a festive farewell dinner to round off this unforgettable 
trip.

Day 12: Tashkent to the UK or extension B  
Enjoy a leisurely breakfast, before transferring to the airport for your return  
flight to London, or continue on to your chosen extension.

FLIGHT INFORMATION
Your initial flight is to Tashkent International Airport with Uzbekistan Airways (HY), departing from London Heathrow Terminal 4. 

Airport Extras
If you wish to arrange Airport car parking or accommodation at preferential rates, 
we recommend you book this in advance with Holiday Extras on 0871 360 2000, 
quoting HX313. 

Baggage Allowance
Each passenger is entitled to 20kg of hold luggage. Hand luggage: The maximum 
permissible size of hand luggage must not exceed 56x45x25cm. The maximum 
size of each piece of hand luggage must not exceed 115 cm as a sum of three 
dimensions (including wheels, handles and side pockets). If hand baggage 
consists of more than 1 bag (piece), it must be registered as one piece, the sum 
of the three dimensions of which must not exceed 115 cm. 

IMPORTANT: Please note that final flight details will be confirmed on your e-ticket and final documentation which will be sent 
to you approximately 10 days before departure. 

ACCOMMODATION DETAILS & MAP
Accommodation 
Your accommodation is selected for convenience, location, comfort or 
character, and can range from business hotels to leisure hotels. Hotel 
accommodation is generally rated as local three to four-star standard, but 
please note there is no international classification system for hotels, and 
differences in facilities and quality do exist between the UK and Uzbekistan. 
All group tours hotels have private bathroom facilities and air-conditioning, 
where needed. Rest assured that all accommodation used by Sunspot Tours 
is regularly inspected by our staff and partners to ensure that standards meet 
your needs. If you have booked a triple share please note that your room will 
be a twin room with a rollaway bed or sofa bed added. This may limit the 
floor space in the room. 
Please note: the hotels listed are provided for guidance only and final
confirmation of your accommodation will be sent in a document, 
along with your final flight information, approximately 10 days before 
you travel.
Meals 
Breakfast is always western style and served in the hotel each morning. 
Dinner (when included) will be taken in local restaurants or at the hotel. A 
variety of restaurants are visited giving you the chance to experience a range 
of dishes and flavours. 

Dolores Travel Group
104A, Kichik Beshagach str.
Tashkent, 100025, Uzbekistan
Telephone Number: 00998 78 1208883 (office working hours 09:00-18:00)

Emergency contact information
Please find below the emergency contact details for Dolores Travel Group
Ms. Anna: 0099899 858 88 94 
E-mail: anna@dolores.uz 

ON YOUR ARRIVAL
IMPORTANT: On arrival in Uzbekistan, you should clear customs and immigration and go out of the airport through the Arrivals Hall. Directly outside you will be met 
by the representative from our local agent, Dolores Travel Group (please note the rep. cannot enter the airport). This representative will be holding a sign displaying 
“Sunspot Tours” and will then escort you to your transfer vehicle. Your guide will be able to answer any queries you may have; however, if you need to contact your  
representative during your stay, the details are:

Coach
Air
Rail

1   Number of nights spent
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Customs and Immigration
You will be given proof of stay at each hotel that you visit during your tour.  
Please keep these forms together with your passport should immigration  
control want to see these on departure.

Visas
A visa is not required for your trip to Uzbekistan. Further advice should be sought 
from the applicable tourist authority for other nationalities and for general queries. 
We strongly advise you check your destinations’ Tourist Board or Embassy for 
the most up-to-date guidelines regarding passport validity. 

Insurance
We strongly recommend that you and all members of your party are suitably 
insured as soon as you book your holiday. It is a condition of booking that you 
must have suitable travel insurance. It is important that you purchase travel
insurance that suitably covers your participation in whatever activities you may 
undertake at the time that you make your booking. To assist you with this, we 
have arranged travel insurance in partnership with Holiday Extras. To arrange your
travel insurance with Holiday Extras, please call 0800 781 4237 and quote 
‘WK830’ for preferential rates. Please ensure you provide us with the name of 
your insurer, policy number and their 24 hour emergency contact number as 
soon as possible. Sunspot Tours will not be liable for any costs incurred by you 
due to your failure to take out suitable travel insurance from the date of booking.
 
Tour Guides - National Guide
This is a fully escorted tour, meaning that you will be met on arrival by your 
national guide who will remain with you for the duration of your trip.  
 
Tipping
It is at your customary to tip both your driver and guide. We would recommend to 
tip approximately$2- $4 per day for each driver. This is a total of $36 per person 
to budget for tips on your trip. Tips are accepted in the local currency, however 
it is asked that if you do not tip in the local currency that you only pay with notes, 
as coins cannot be exchanged. 

Health and Vaccinations
It is your responsibility to check any health and vaccination requirements 
applicable to your booked arrangements. We can only provide general 
information about this. Health and hygiene facilities and disease risks vary from 
country to country. You should take health advice about your own needs as 
early as possible and in good time before your departure. Sources of information 
include; www.fco.gov.uk, www.travelhealthpro.org.uk, www.hpa.org.uk, your 
General Practitioner or a specialist clinic. 

Physical Accessibility
This tour is accessible to most people with a good level of fitness and normal 
mobility. It involves climbing of steep stairs and getting on and off coaches. This 
tour is not suitable for anyone with walking difficulties. 
All our tours feature a “Tour Pace” to help find the right holiday for you. To travel 
on any of our tours requires unaided mobility and the ability to stroll around the 
sights, climb stairs and get on and off coaches and boats. Our tour paces are 
marked with dots out of 3, with the differences being as follows: 

1 Dot the tour is Easy-Going 
2 Dots the tour is Intermediate 
3 Dots the tour is Advanced  
Uzbekistan & The Silk Route is rated as 2 Dots meaning that the tour pace is 
Intermediate. A good level of fitness is required as you may be on your feet for 
approximately four hours in a day, though this will be interspersed with regular 
breaks and will vary from day to day. You will be walking around the sights, and 
may be getting on and off coaches, trains and boats and climbing steps which 
may be irregular. You will stay in variety of hotels throughout the tour. 
Our guides will always endeavor to provide the highest level of service and 
assistance; however, they cannot be expected to cater for customers who are 
unfit to complete the itinerary.  

Group Size
The minimum number of travellers in your group will be 10, and the maximum 
will be 35. If in the unlikely event there are less than 10 people booked on your 
tour date, we will endeavour to reduce any disruption to your holiday and try to 
operate your tour with lower passenger numbers. If we are not able to operate 
your departure date, then you may be asked to change to a different date and a 
full refund will be made available to you should this alternative not be suitable. 

Currency Exchange
The currency in Uzbekistan is the Uzbek Soum (UZS). The Pound Sterling is 
difficult to exchange and most currency exchange bureaus do not carry much 
change, so we recommend that you take new US Dollar notes with you in small 
dominations. We recommend that you exchange your currency before you leave 
the UK. It is important that you budget carefully and ensure you have the right 
form of currency before you arrive in the country. Cash machines will also be 
available throughout the tour in order to withdraw money in your local currency.   

Personal Expenses
You will need to take money with you to cover any personal purchases such as 
souvenirs, laundry, any meals not included in the itinerary as well as drinks and 
any additional snacks. Approximately £400-£500 per person will be sufficient for 
the duration of the tour. It is a good idea to try and maintain a supply of small 
notes and change in the local currency for tipping or small purchases. 

Credit Card Information
As normal practice you may be asked for your credit card details on check-in at 
the hotel in order to cover any extras incurred during your stay. If you do not have 
a credit card, you may be asked for a cash deposit. MasterCard and Visa are 
widely accepted in hotels.

Itinerary Changes
The order of events and sightseeing may vary according to local conditions or 
for operational purposes. The schedules of the domestic airlines in country are 
subject to frequent changes. For this reason, we have indicated approximate 
times only. Your local guide will inform you of any schedule changes as they are 
informed of them. Some road construction &/or weather conditions may lengthen 
the driving times. Our intention is to adhere to the day-to-day itinerary as printed; 
however, order of events and sightseeing may vary according to local conditions. 

WHAT YOU NEED FOR YOUR TOUR

•  Sunscreen, insect repellent & wide-brimmed hat in the summer months
• Waterproof, lightweight jacket, lightweight clothing, sweater and swimwear
• Warm clothing during the winter months
• Comfortable walking shoes
• Camera and charger

• Small day pack for excursions
•   Personal toiletries and first aid kit containing travel pills, rehydration powder,  
  plasters, stomach settlers, antiseptic creams, aspirin etc
•  Travel plug adapter – the electricity supply is (220V). You will need a special  
  2 pin plug adapter in Uzbekistan

WHAT TO PACK



Weather can vary quite considerably throughout the year, so please familiarise yourself with the climate charts below.
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This document aims to give you all the information which you will require  
during your Fergana Valley extension.

Your included meal guide:  
B = Breakfast, L = Lunch, D = Dinner

Day 12: Tashkent to Andijan B/L/D 
After an early breakfast transfer to the train station for the train to Andijan. Upon 
arrival transfer to your hotel for lunch. In the afternoon visit Babur’s memorial park 
and the Juma Madrassa and Mosquendijan’s chief religious complex. Enjoy a dinner 
in a local restaurant before returning to your hotel for your overnight stay.

Day 13: Andijan to Fergana B/L/D 
Following breakfast drive to Margilan and Rishtan via Mingtepa,  
an archaeological monument. Upon arrival in Margilan Yodgorlik Silk Factory.  
In the afternoon head on to Rishtan, famed for its pottery. Continue on to  
Fergana and check in to your hotel.

Day 14: Fergana to Tashkent B/L/D 
After breakfast leave your hotel for a short tour in the city of Fergana. From there 
proceed on to Kokand. In Kokand you will see the Khan’s Palace, Norbutabey 
Madrassah and other sites. After lunch head back to Tashkent for your final night.

Day 15: Tashkent to London B 
Transfer to the airport for your flight back to the UK.

Personal Expenses
You will need to take some extra money with you to cover any meals not 
included, drinks and personal purchases such as souvenirs and laundry. 

Tour Guides
This add-on is escorted by a tour guide. 

Please note
This extension takes place after your main tour.
Hotel information
Your stay in Uzbekistan will take place at the following hotels on a Full Board 
Basis.
Andijan (1 night): 3H Vella Elegant Andijan   
Boburshox ko’cha 40 “G” Andijan, Andijon, Uzbekistan.  
Contact number: 00998 95 202 85 58 
Fergana (1 night): 3HPlus Grand Fergana  
15, Yangi Turon street, Fergana 150100, Uzbekistan 
Contact number:  00998 93 980 17 77
Tashkent (1 night): 3H Shodlik Palace Hotel   
5, Pakhtakorskaya str., 100011, Tashkent, Uzbekistan  
Contact number: 00998 78 120 72 92 & 00998 78 120 99 77
 
 

TRIP OVERVIEW
Visit the fertile Fergana Valley, home to ancient civilisations, Mughal emperors and the third largest silk producer in the world. This three-night 
tour takes you past huge reservoirs and through high mountain passes to a lush area often referred to as the country’s fruit and cotton basket. 
Here you’ll find pottery and silk making techniques that haven’t changed in hundreds of years, as well as the ancient ruins of Mingtepa, capital 
of the Davan state which enjoys breath-taking views over the valley.
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FERGANA VALLEY

Please note: Final hotel and flight details will be confirmed on your e-ticket and final documentation which will be sent to you approximately 10 days before departure.

If you have not yet booked this fabulous extension, there is still time to do so. Please contact your local agent  

EXTENSION


